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in the minds of the Peoples. In this study, these problems will be 
compared and evaluated, European citizenship and the size of democratic 
legitimacy will be addressed. 
Consequently, the European Union has experienced and will continue 
to experience the deficit of democracy and the phenomenon of European 
citizenship at the stage of the political unification process. These two 
situations cannot be considered separate from each other. The people are 
at the root of the lack of democracy, and the people are at the root of the 
concept of European citizenship. The problem of democracy deficit 
cannot be evaluated without social elements. The underlying reason for 
the democratic deficiency of European integration is the lack of 
awareness of European identity and the fact that this idea is not in place. 
As a result, the people should be informed about the rights of European 
citizenship, be able to distinguish between national identity and European 
identity, and be able to participate in the political system and make their 
voice heard and give direction to the system. The problem of democratic 
legitimacy needs to be addressed to the public and democracy requires it. 
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TRANSFORMATION PROGRAM OF SAUDI ARABIA:  
VISION 2030 
The Vision 2030 Program aims to reduce the dependence to oil 
revenues of Saudi Arabia, diversify sources of income and carry out 
radical reforms in social life.  There is no doubt that Saudi Arabia, whose 
budget is largely dependent on oil revenues, is expected to meet the needs 
of the current oil reserves in the world for about 40-50 years, so that oil 
revenues are not sustainable, so a comprehensive economic reform is 
needed. Based on this reality, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has launched 
the Vision 2030 program, which is aimed at increasing the value of non-
oil revenues and revealing the next year when oil will not be among the 
primary energy sources of the world, under the leadership of Crown 
Prince Mohammed Bin Salman. Although Vision 2030 was prepared 
based on economic goals, it is considered the beginning of some radical 
social and cultural transformations. How the society and the different 
power focuses will respond to these broad transformations will be 
decisive in the program.   
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In the first part of the study, the objectives of the Vision 2030 
program are mentioned and the main theme of the program is; The aims 
of creating a vibrant society, a developing economy and an ambitious 
nation have been addressed.   
In the second part, the main factors that led to the emergence of the 
Vision 2030 program were addressed, and the economic, military, social 
and cultural objectives of the program were examined, and fundamental 
reforms in the field of economy were mentioned. 
In the third chapter, the efforts to prepare the society for reforms are 
examined, the extent to which the society can accept reforms or the 
reforms in the area, the reasons for which it opposes, and the reactions of 
the religious authority, which is in a strong position in the country, to the 
reforms made in the social and cultural field, especially the reforms 
carried out in the context of women's rights and specificities are 
examined. 
 In the conclusion part, it is determined that the reform program is 
supported by the young population and the reforms are supported by 
mentioning the transformation program and the researches including the 
feedback of the society.  However, it is understood that the religious 
authority, which has a voice in the religious, social and cultural fields in 
the country, does not openly oppose reforms, although it is not open to 
reforms.  It is observed that the Saudi society, who is accustomed to the 
high standard of living provided by high oil revenues, is dissatisfied with 
the ditzenifications, especially for efficiency in tax and working life.   
While Vision 2030 has ambitious economic reforms, the same 
courage is not shown in the social and cultural area, for example; It was 
concluded that bold steps were not taken in matters such as transparency, 
freedom of expression and human rights, and it could not record a 
significant success as it is a program that does not promise any changes in 
the political field.  As a matter of fact, it will be seen in many similar 
programs implemented in the world; It has been observed that economic 
reforms do not show significant success in the site, as it is not supported 
by wide-ranging political, social and cultural reforms.  In reform 
programs initiated by the Saudi administration with great expectations, it 
is seen that there is no purpose to change the political structure out of 
date, and it is understood that the transformation program is prepared 
based on economic concerns in general.  But the underlying causes of the 
problems in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are not just economic. There 
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are many political social problems that need to be tackled.  Although the 
reform program does not have the potential to overcome these political 
and social problems, it will encourage the public to demand wider 
reforms in the years to come and will also be a beacon of hope for radical 
changes likely to happen in the future. 
 
Farida Eleuken 
Ahi Evran University 
Kirsehir (Turkey) 
TURKEY AND KAZAKHSTAN’S DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
Keywords: Soft Power, Cultural Diplomacy, International Education, 
Turkey, Kazakhstan. 
Turkey is the first country to recognize the independence of 
Kazakhstan. This can be regarded as a political initiative having very 
important symbolic meanings beyond just establishing a diplomatic 
relationship. The role of love and yearning for Central Asian Turks was 
great in this brave conduct of Turkey. 
Kazakhstan’s regional and international cooperation with Turkey has 
been developing rapidly. As a result of the cooperation the two countries 
have maintained in the direction of peace and stability in the Eurasian 
geography, the Summit of Turkish Speaking Countries has been 
institutionalized in the leadership of the two; In this context, Kazakhstan, 
Turkey and the Turkish Council has played an important role in the 
establishment of TURKPA (Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic Speaking 
Countries). TURKSOY, the institution that regulates the cultural relations 
between the Turkic Republics, depends on the Turkish Council. 
Kazakhstan is also host to the International Turkish Academy, which was 
established within the Turkish Council. The ongoing cooperation in the 
field of education and culture is another important aspect of the relations 
between the two countries. Hoca Ahmet Yesevi International Turkish-
Kazakh University, which is located in Central Turkistan, has an 
extremely important function. 
Turkey’s soft power perspective, many of the Turkish non-
governmental organizations are closely associated with the activities 
carried out in various parts of the world. Turkish non-governmental 
organizations have become increasingly active participants in 
humanitarian activities not only in the Islamic world but also in different 
continents and different ethnoreligious origins. Turkish state in the field 
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